
 
 

 
2026 Art for Tomorrow – Doha 

Redesigning Dialogues 
 
Draft Agenda* 
 
How can societies celebrate their heritage while looking toward the future? What can 
established artists learn from the experiments of emerging ones? Where does design end and 
art begin?  
 
This year’s Art for Tomorrow will take advantage of the rich culture and institutions in Doha to 
create dialogues that explore inherent contrasts reflected in the city itself: between past and 
present, East and West, pop culture and high culture. Our conversations will consider how these 
dualities challenge, influence and ultimately enrich one other. In a time of increasing division, we 
can cultivate understanding by settling into these spaces between.  
 
This rich program of content will be complemented by exclusive cultural visits as we venture into 
museums, performance spaces and design studios to see the arts in action. We will also benefit 
from all of the activities and participants involved in Qatar Creates and the second Design Doha 
Biennial, which also opens on November 5.  
 
 

THURSDAY, NOV. 5 – afternoon   
Venue:  Fereej Al Asmakh ​ 
 
17:00 - 17:40​ Keynote Conversation: The Future Is a Design Question 
Can design help us imagine – and create – a better future? From advances in sustainable 
architecture and urban planning to new approaches to creating and running cultural 
institutions, design has the power to change how we live. How can we build creative 
ecosystems that encourage experimentation, and sustain innovation across generations? 
Bringing together perspectives from architecture and cultural leadership, this conversation 
explores how imagination, creativity, and innovation can help shape a better future. 

●​ H.E. Sheikha Al Mayassa bint Hamad bin Khalifa Al Thani, Chairperson, Qatar 
Museums 

●​ Lord Norman Foster, Founder and Executive Chairman, Foster + Partners 
 
Moderated by Tim Marlow, Director and C.E.O., Design Museum, London 

 
17:45 - 18:00​ Welcome Remarks, Art for Tomorrow 

●​ Fahad Al Obaidly, Director, Design Doha Biennial 2026 
●​ Achilles Tsaltas, President, Democracy & Culture Foundation 

​ ​ ​  

*Agenda subject to change. 



 

18:05 - 18:45​ Panel:  State of Play: Creating Public Spaces 
Public spaces are, by definition, places where the community comes together. And yet, in many 
cities, they are an afterthought of urban design. Some architects and designers argue that this is 
a missed opportunity for fellowship and interaction. Why choose between form and function, 
they say, when they can work in harmony? From sculptures that double as shelters and benches 
that look like art installations to vast green spaces at established institutions, these projects 
promise connection. Some balk at extravagant price tags, however, especially when public funds 
are involved. Are these civic vanity projects or essential urban investments?  

●​ Manuela Lucà-Dazio, Curator of Architecture, Triennale Milano 
●​ Richard Hsu, Dean, School of Design, Shanghai University of Engineering Science 
●​ Francis Kéré, Architect (TBC) 

 
 

 

FRIDAY, NOV. 6   
Venue:  Fereej Al Asmakh  
 
9:30 - 9:45 ​ Welcome Remarks 

●​ Achilles Tsaltas, President, Democracy & Culture Foundation 
 
9:50 - 10:30​ Panel:  The Blurry Border Between Design and Art 
Wandering through design festivals or museums, or scrolling through social media feeds, you will 
undoubtedly be struck by the sheer beauty of the objects on display. You may also notice a 
distinct shift, as an increasing number of works appear to prioritize form over function, concept 
over practicality. Collectibles and limited-edition works are grabbing the spotlight in a 
sustainability-conscious era. Meanwhile, a growing number of artists lend their creative vision to 
brands, effortlessly shape-shifting into designers. This focus on scarcity and beauty raises a 
fundamental question: Where does art stop and design begin? This panel explores the critical, 
commercial and philosophical forces collapsing the boundary between the two fields. 

●​ Sheikha Reem Al Thani, Deputy C.E.O., AL RIWAQ, Public Art and Rubaiya Qatar, Qatar 
Museums   

●​ Aric Chen, Director, Zaha Hadid Foundation 
●​ Marko Stanojevic, Founder and Design Director, Zero Bureau, Hong Kong 

 
10:35 - 11:10​ Conversation: Tradition as a Cultural Strategy 

●​ Sheikha Bibi Duaij Al Jaber Al Sabah, Chairperson, Al Sadu Society (TBC) 
●​ Gayane Umerova, Chairperson, Uzbekistan Art and Culture Development Foundation 

 
11:10 - 11:40 ​ Coffee Break 

 
11:40 - 12:25​ Panel: Embracing Heritage With an Eye to the Future   
Iconic Doha buildings like the National Museum of Qatar, known as the “Desert Rose,” and the 
Museum of Islamic Art are famously emblematic of the successful blending of tradition and 
modernity.  Today, this fusion is happening at the scale of art and design, as works pay homage 
to local culture, craft and personal memory while simultaneously embracing contemporary 
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techniques and technology. This regional trend speaks to a global impulse to connect to distant 
homelands and childhood narratives. What are some examples of these works, and their 
meaning to the creator and the viewer? What do they say about  both our longing for home and 
our pursuit of novelty? 

●​ Takashi Arai, Photographer and Visual Artist 
●​ Bouthayna Baltaji, Director of Museography and Heritage Museums Development, 

Qatar Museums 
●​ Fernando Laposse, Designer 

 
12:40 - 13:40​ Parallel Sessions 
FROMM 
Scale 7 
 
13:45 - 15:00​ Lunch 
 
15:00 - 18:00​ Tours of Design Doha Biennial exhibitions and other cultural 
highlights 
 

FRIDAY, NOV. 6 — evening   
Venue:  W Hotel 

 
19:00 - 19:30​ Creativity for Social Change Award 

 
Presented by Adama Sanneh, Co-Founder and C.E.O., Moleskine Foundation and Achilles 
Tsaltas, President, Democracy & Culture Foundation 
 
19:35 - 19:45​ Celebrating “AFT: The First 10 Years”: The Book 

●​ Jeff Koons, Artist 
 
19:50 - 20:20​ Spotlight Conversation: Ibrahim Mahama, Artist 
 
In conversation with Jane Morris, Editor at Large, The Art Newspaper and Editorial Director, 
Cultureshock 
 
20:30 - 22:00  ​ Cocktail Dînatoire 
 
 

SATURDAY, NOV. 7   
Venue:  Fereej Al Asmakh  
 
10:00 - 10:10 ​ Welcome Remarks 

●​ Achilles Tsaltas, President, Democracy & Culture Foundation 
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10:15 - 10:50​ Conversation: Design Can Be Good for Your Health  
Health care design is frequently dismissed as a cosmetic luxury rather than a core clinical 
necessity. Decades of careless planning – marked by a lack of natural light, confusing layouts, 
poor acoustics, and sterile environments –  can amplify the trauma of illness, worsening recovery 
time  and accelerating staff burnout. In this session, designer Ab Rogers and neurologist Dr. Ash 
Ranpura chronicle how thoughtfully designed spaces can act as tools for healing. Drawing on the 
wisdom of the sanitorium, they examine how architecture can mitigate stress, build morale, and 
foster community – rising to Finnish architect Alvar Aalto’s standard to "defend man at his 
weakest.” 

●​ Ab Rogers, Designer 
●​ Dr. Ashish Ranpura, Neurologist 

 
10:55 - 11:25 ​ Conversation: Wael Shawky 
Wael Shawky’s work constructs complex narratives to question how mythologies and histories 
are formed. Now, as Artistic Director of Doha's Fire Station, he finds himself on the other side of 
the equation—shaping the very cultural infrastructure where emerging artists build their own 
practices. This conversation examines what happens when an artist known for subverting grand 
narratives steps into an institutional role, balancing his identities as a both world-builder, and 
custodian for the next generation. 

●​ Wael Shawky, Artist and Artistic Director, Fire Station, Qatar Museums 
 

11:25 - 11:55​ Coffee Break 
 
11:55 - 12:05​ Performance Short: KrantInaari 
 
12:10 - 12:45​ Panel : Creativity for Social Change 

●​ Krantinaari, Rap Artist 
●​ Willie Ng’ang’a, Artist, Kairos Futura 

 
Moderated by Adama Sanneh, Co-Founder and C.E.O., Moleskine Foundation 

 
 
13:00 - 14:00​ Lunch 
 
15:00 - 18:00​ Tours of Design Doha Biennial exhibitions and other cultural 
highlights 
 
20:00 - 22:00​ Design Doha Prize Ceremony and Gala Dinner (By invitation only) 
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